FREE RESPONSE – DBQ

Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-10. (The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.) Your essay may be legibly handwritten or typed using Times-New Roman font size 12, with 1 inch margins and double spaced.  This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents.
Write an essay that:

· Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from the documents.

· Uses all of the documents.

· Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible. Does not simply summarize the documents individually.

· Takes into account the sources of the documents and analyzes the authors’ points of view.

· Identifies and explains the need for three additional documents.

You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents.

1. Using the documents, compare the social and political position of women in the classical societies of India, China, Greece and Rome.

Historical Background: 

The earliest civilizations which emerged about 5,000 years ago, often created patriarchies where fathers ruled families, kings ruled societies, priests administered for gods, and state officials, soldiers, and police preserved laws favoring men.  The patriarchies that developed in the ancient world continued through the classical age down to the recent past, if not the present.  However, not all patriarchies were alike leading to differences in the position and roles of women in the Classical societies of India, China, Greece and Rome.

Document 1

Source: Sarah Shaver Hughes and Brady Hughes, “Women in Ancient Civilizations,” in Women’s History in Global Perspective, vol. II, ed. Bonnie G. Smith (Urbana: University of Illinois Press).

The falling age of marriage for Indian women is another illustration of their loss of rights.  In 400 B.C.E. about sixteen years was a normal age for a bride at marriage; between 400B.C.E. and 100 C.E. it fell to pre-puberty; and after 100 C.E. pre-puberty was favored.  The child marriages also affected women’s religious roles.  Because girls married before they could finish their education, they were not qualified to perform ritual sacrifices.  Furthermore, wives’ legal rights eroded.  As child wives, they were treated as minors.  Then their minority status lengthened until they were lifetime minors as wards of their husbands.  Finally, women were prohibited any independence and were always under men’s control: their fathers, husbands or sons.  By 100 C.E. Hindu texts defined women with negative characteristics, stating, for example, that women would be promiscuous unless controlled by male relatives.  While Indian women were losing their independence, Indian men continued to glorify their wives and mothers.  A wife was the essence of the home, a man was not complete without a wife, and sons were expected to respect their mothers more than their fathers. 

Document 2
Source: Anonymous, Lawbook of Manu, 1st century B.C.E. [Attributed to Manu, founder of the human race according to Indian beliefs.]

When women are honored, there the gods are pleased; but where they are not honored, no sacred rite yields rewards...

In childhood a female must be subject to her father, in youth to her husband, when her lord is dead to her sons; a woman must never be independent.

She must not seek to separate herself from her father, husband, or sons; by leaving them she would make both her own and her husband’s families contemptible…

Document 3
Source: Ban Zhao, “Admonitions for Girls.”  In Patricia Ebrey, The Cambridge Illustrated History of China, London: Cambridge University Press, 1966.

Humility means yielding and acting respectful, putting others first and oneself last, never mentioning one’s own good deeds or denying one’s own faults, enduring insults and bearing with mistreatments, all with due trepidation.  Industriousness means going to bed late, getting up early, never shirking work morning or night, never refusing to take on domestic work, and completing everything that needs to be done neatly and carefully.  Continuing the sacrifices means serving one’s husband-master with appropriate demeanour, keeping oneself clean and pure, never joking or laughing, and preparing wine and food to offer to the ancestors.  There has never been a woman who had these traits and yet ruined her reputation or fell into disgrace.  On the other hand, if a woman lacked these three traits, she will have no name to preserve and will not be able to avoid shame. 
Document 4

Source: Sarah Shaver Hughes and Brady Hughes, “Women in Ancient Civilizations,” in Women’s History in Global Perspective, vol. II, ed. Bonnie G. Smith (Urbana: University of Illinois Press).

Occasionally, imperial women seized power to govern when acting as regent for an underage emperor.  Usually regents exercised this power cautiously behind the scenes because there was much opposition to women’s open governance.  Two famous empresses ruled openly, however, and sought to transfer royal descent to their own natal families.  The first, Empress Lu, violated every canon of Confucian femininity.  The widow of Gaodi, the first Han emperor (ruled 202-195 B.C.E.), Empress Lu acted swiftly and brutally to eliminate competitors at court during the near-fifteen years of her rule as regent for her son, her grandson and another adopted infant grandson.  By retaining power until her death in 181 B.C.E., she expected that her own nephews would succeed her.  Instead, a civil war over the succession ended the period of peaceful prosperity, low taxes, and lessened punishment for crimes that had made her reign popular with the Chinese people…

Document 5

Source:  “Sayings based on Confucian ideals” quoted in William Forbis, Japan Today:A People, Places, Powers, Harper & Row, 1975.

“If you love your wife, you spoil your mother's servant." 

"Woman has no particular lord. She must look to her husband as her lord, and must serve him with all worship and reverence." 

"A woman should look on her husband as if he were Heaven itself, and never weary of thinking how she may yield to him."

Document 6

Source: Richard W. Bulliet et.al., The Earth and its Peoples: A Global History, AP Edition, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008.

Athenian marriages were unequal affairs.  A new husband might be thirty, reasonably well educated, a veteran of war, and experienced in business and politics.  Under law he had nearly absolute authority over the members of his household.  He arranged his marriage with the parents of his prospective wife, who was likely to be a teenager brought up with no formal education and only minimal training in weaving, cooking, and household management.  Coming into the home of a husband she hardly knew, she had no political rights and limited legal protection.  Given the differences in age, social experience, and authority, the relationship between husband and wife was in many ways similar to that of father and daughter.

…

Without any documents written by women in this period, we cannot tell the extent to which Athenian women resented their situation or accepted it because they knew little else.  Women’s festivals provided rare opportunities for women to get out.  During the three-day Thesmophoria festival, the women of Athens lived together and managed their own affairs in a great encampment, carrying out mysterious rituals meant to enhance the fertility of the land.
Document 7

Source: Aristotle, various works, circa 350 B.C.E.

“The temperance of a man and of a woman, or the courage and justice of a man and of a woman, are not, as Socrates maintained, the same; the courage of a man is shown in commanding, of a woman in obeying.”

“Silence is a woman’s glory.”

“It is the best for all tame animals to be ruled by human beings.  For this is how they are kept alive.  In the same way, the relationship between the male and the female is by nature such that the male is higher, the female lower, that the male rules and the female is ruled.”

Document 8

Source: Howard Spodek, The World’s History, 3rd ed., New Jersey: Prentiss Hall, 2006.

According to Roman custom and practice, woman’s role was subordinate to man’s.  A woman was legally subject to her father as long as he lived.  After his death, she was required to obey the advice of her husband or a legally appointed guardian in any kind of legal or business transaction.  Actual practice was, however, more liberal.  If a woman had reached adulthood, she usually gained her independence at the death of her father, as did her brothers.  Also, at least as early as the fifth-century B.C.E.  Law of the Twelve Tables, women could block the legal powers of their husband by absenting themselves from his home for three nights in a row each year.

Document 9

Source: Sarah Shaver Hughes and Brady Hughes, “Women in Ancient Civilizations,” in Women’s History in Global Perspective, vol. II, ed. Bonnie G. Smith (Urbana: University of Illinois Press).

Roman women did not publicly speak in the Forum (where men debated civic affairs), with the notable exception of Hortensia in 43 B.CE.  She was the spokesperson for a demonstration of wealthy women who protested taxation without representation for civil wars they did not support.  Elite women usually indirectly influenced political decisions through networks of politician’s wives.  During the civil wars of the first century B.C.E., wives of some tyrants even made temporary political decisions.  On  a wider scale, middle-class and elite women took advantage of the turmoil at the end of the Republic to acquire businesses…

Document 10

Source: Livy [Roman historian (64 or 59 B.C.E. – 17 C.E.)], “Women Demonstrate against the Oppian Law,” beginning of 1st century C.E.  in in Kevin Reilly, Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader, 3rd, 2009.

In 215 B.C.E., after suffering a disastrous defeat by Hannibal in the Second Punic War, Rome desperately needed to raise money to replenish its armies.  Roman citizens met the emergency with various taxes and sacrifices, among them the Oppian Law, which prohibited women from buying certain luxury goods, and limited the amount of gold they could possess, passing the remainder to the state.  Twenty years later, the crisis a dim memory, Roman women demonstrated to end to the Oppian law.  

The matrons whom neither counsel nor shame nor their husbands’ orders could keep at home, blockaded every street in the city and every entrance to the Forum.  As the men came down to the Forum, the matrons besought them to let them, too, have back the luxuries they had enjoyed before, giving as their reason that the republic was thriving and that everyone’s private wealth was increasing with every day.  This crowd of women was growing daily, for now they were even gathering from the towns and villages.  Before long they dared go up and solicit consuls, praetors, and other magistrates.

When the speeches for and against the law had been made, a considerably larger crowd of women poured forth in public the next day; as a single body they besieged the doors of the tribunes, who were vetoing their colleagues’ motion, and they did not stop until the tribunes took back their veto.  After that there was no doubt that all the tribes would repeal the law.

� Background taken from “Women in Classical Societies: India, China, and the Mediterranean, 500 B.C.E. – 500 C.E.” in Kevin Reilly’s (2009)  Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader, 3rd ed. Pp. 154-186.
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