1415 World History 
Rockcastle County High School
Instructor: Herbie Brock
E-mail: Herbie.brock@rockcastle.kyschools.us
Phone (606) 256-4816
Course Description
This course will be a survey of world history from 1300 A.D. to the present. We will be exploring the history, cultures, and geography of the Earth and its people. 
Course Objectives
Students will identify the causes and effects of events while comparing and contrasting cultures and events of the world’s history. During our exploration you will develop skills in map reading and analyzing primary sources. Students will be able to do analytical research on specific topics and show their knowledge in a well developed thesis paper. Students will use their understanding and skills to become independent thinkers and informed world citizens. 
Classroom Rules
· Be Respectful – to each other, to the teacher, to yourself
· Be Prepared – everyday, no matter what
· Be Curious – You’re here anyway. Have some fun. Learn some stuff.
Notebook


You will be expected to keep a notebook throughout the class. A three ring binder at least one inch wide is required. If you are having difficulty attaining a three ring binder please come to me and we will work something out. The contents of your notebook will be:

· Your Syllabus 

· Lecture Notes

· Study Guides

· Quizzes and Exams
· Specified Assignments 

The purpose of the notebook is to function as an additional study tool. I will periodically check your notebook and assign a grade for each check. You will be permitted to use the notebook at the end of the year for the final exam. 
Exams 

At the end of each unit there will be a unit exam for a total of four exams. There will be a final exam at the end of the class that will cover the material from the entire class. Section quizzes will also be given at the end of each unit section. Study guides and in-class study sessions will be provided for each unit exam. 

Mastery


There will be two mastery style exams toward the end of this class that will require a mastery of skills. These skills will be in the areas of Geography and Analyzing Primary Sources. You must achieve mastery of these two skills to pass the course.  
Writing and Research


This class is research and writing intensive. You will learn the research process while you are learning the content of the class. Each student will be expected to go beyond memorizing the information and make their own conclusions about the content in a well developed and researched thesis paper. Each student will be required to complete a writing piece for this class that will be a part of your writing portfolio. You will receive specific instruction for this project as well as ample time in which to complete it. 
Makeup Work
All makeup work is due within 3 school days after your return. You must coordinate a time with me to make up your work and you must take the initiative to get any missing notes or papers that you may need to receive credit.  

Required Materials
Pen or Pencil (Pens and mechanical pencils are appreciated)
2 Highlighters

2 Dry erase markers
Student handbook-needed to leave class
Paper for notes and daily work
3-ring binder for a notebook

Grading Scale

· 100-90 A

· 89-80 B

· 79-70 C

· 69-60 D

· 59-Below Fail
Assignment Weights

Your work and exams will be weighted in this class as follows. 

· In-class Assignments



5%

· Homework




25%
· Writing Assignments



30%
· Quizzes 





10%

· Exams 





30%
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am very excited to have your student enrolled in World History during the 2013-2014 school year. I will do everything possible to assist your student in understanding and applying the knowledge available in this course; however, I do require that your child be responsible, prepared, and complete assignments on time.  I will be available for meetings, phone calls, or emails to discuss your child’s progress in this course during my planning period, before, or after school. If you have any concerns or just want to know how your student is performing do not hesitate to contact me. 

World History is a course which does require the students to work with maps, reading assignments, current events, writing assignments, and problem solving skills. We will be working on research and writing skills while learning the content of the class.  Please carefully read the syllabus attached to this letter that outlines the policies and procedures of this course.  Once you and your student have read and understand the syllabus, please sign below and return this letter to me.  I will keep it with your student’s academic progress record.

Herbie Brock
The Big Deals

Below is a list of the most important items I wish for parents to remember throughout the year. 
*Please initial each item to confirm your understanding of each. 

1. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
Students are encouraged to keep an open mind and required to exercise tolerance and understanding for all peoples during class time.

2. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
 Any assignment not turned in on time will be allowed to be turned in late for ¾ credit. 

3. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
Any assignment (including tests) that is missed due to student absence may be made up for full credit, but must be completed outside of class.
 
4. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
Emails/Facebook messages will be sent to parents no later than three days before any unit test. Emails/Facebook messages will also be sent to parents once grades are posted to Infinite Campus. 


5. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
All graded unit tests and quizzes will be sent home by students for parent signatures. This is required for all quizzes and tests.

6. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___   
Students are not permitted to have cell phones or any personal electronics visible at any time during class. Failure to comply will result in confiscation of device and assignment to PASS.

7. Parent Initial ___ Student Initial ___  
All policies from the RCHS Student Handbook are followed in class at all times.   


I have read and understand the attached World History syllabus.
___________________________________                _______________
Parent/guardian signature



Date
____________________________________ 
______________________________

Student (print)




Student (sign)
Please list the contact information you would like for me to use to communicate with you about your student.

________________________



 _______________________________________________
Phone Number





 E-mail Address  (for class updates and test dates)
