			

AP World History Summer Assignments

Writing Assignment:
The essay is due to herbie.brock@rockcastle.kyschools.us as an attachment before 10:00pm on August 1st, 2012. Failure to turn in the essay on time will result in forfeiture of admission to the course. 

This assignment will count for your first essay grade, which consists of 35% of your overall grade. 

To show your competency in written expression as well as your previous knowledge and interest in the history of the world, you will be required to complete a writing assignment. Also, as acceptance to the class may become competitive, this assignment may be used in the class acceptance process. Follow the prompt below to complete the assignment while adhering to MLA format (Times New Roman, 12 point font, 1 inch margins, double spaced, MLA cover sheet, MLA in-text citation, MLA works cited page). Go to http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/ and http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/  for further information about MLA format. The paper should be no less than 700 words and no more than 1000 words.

Prompt:
Briefly review your previous knowledge of the history of the world. History has been most dramatically influenced by human-beings and, in reference to that, you should think about the men and women that have shaped our world. Your task is to choose a historical figure from each time period listed below and argue why they should be studied in an AP World History classroom. 
· 8000 BCE – 600 CE
· 600 CE – 1450 CE
· 1450 CE – 1750 CE
· 1750 CE – 1900 CE
· 1900 CE – Present
 
When making your argument for each, consider their impact during their respective contemporary time as well as their lasting influence throughout history and on the modern day. Discuss each figure thoroughly and equally. Provide examples from credible sources chronicling their accomplishments and significance. For each historical figure discussed in your essay, you should use at least two credible sources. Therefore, your essay requires a minimum of ten unique sources. 
Go to http://www.ed.uiuc.edu/wp/credibility/ for further information about credible sources.  


Reading Assignment: 

Please read the packet attached. Your assignment is to outline the packet using the instructions below. The outline should be complete yet simplified. It should be written using pencil or pen and paper and is due on Thursday, August 9th. Failure to turn in the essay on time will result in forfeiture of admission to the course.

The outline created can be used during an open-note exam on Friday, August 10th. This exam will count as your second exam grade, which counts as 35% of your total grade. It would be wise to create a complete outline as to help you on the test on August 10th. 

Instructions for outlining 
1. Skim the textbook chapter for a few minutes, looking at the headings and any bold or italic words. Having a basic idea of the chapter content and keywords will help you follow the structure of the chapter better and prepare you for outlining.
2. Read the chapter. Don't start writing your outline yet, but feel free to write down any particularly interesting points or page numbers as you go.
3. Begin your outline. Many textbook chapters have introductory paragraphs that give a good outline for the chapter. For example, in a history textbook, a chapter introduction may say it will discuss the lead up to the Vietnam War, the war itself and the aftermath. For the Vietnam War chapter, you might choose three main headings: Before the War, During the War and After the War.
4. Adhere to the outline format. Outlines typically have several different levels; one of the most common formats has heading titles preceded by I, II, III. Subheadings begin with capital letter headings, followed by Arabic numeral headings (1, 2, 3), followed by lowercase Roman numeral headings (i, ii, iii). Label each level of heading and content with both a number or letter and a title, key word, or sentence, and indent each successive level of headings more than the previous level. Use the structure your instructor prefers, if given.
5. Search for the main ideas and subjects as you re-read the chapter and write your outline. Under each main heading, add subheadings that elaborate on the subject, giving additional facts and details. For the Vietnam War, you might have subheadings with key facts about the effects of the American draft on American society and significant events such as the Tet Offensive. Ideas that are part of a main idea should be indented and labeled as a subheading of that idea.
6. Skim the chapter once more when you have finished re-reading the chapter and constructing your outline to check that you have not missed any important information.



Map Test Assignment

The packet attached contains 5 maps. These maps are to be labeled and studied for the map test on Thursday, August 9th. For the test, you will receive identical blank maps and be asked to fill in each item. 

This exam will count as your first exam grade, which counts as 35% of your total grade. It would be wise to study throughout the summer as to become familiar with the content. A last-minute cram session will likely prove to be a bad idea. 

Feel free to use the online study aides at mrbrock.net under the AP tab for this test. 


AP World History Summer Assignment Timeline

	Assignment
	Due Date

	Essay
	Wednesday, August 1st, 2012 before 10:00pm by email

	Reading assignment outline
	Thursday, August 9th

	Map test
	Thursday, August 9th

	Reading outline open-note exam
	Friday, August 9th

	
	

	
	

	
	






Below is a list of questions that you should ask yourself before committing to AP World History. I have provided them as an opportunity for you to better understand what kind of student takes an AP course. APWH is a very intensive course with regular homework and high standards. If you answer “no” to any of these questions, consider talking with Mr. Brock or your parents about the pros and cons of taking an AP course. 


Do I want to become a better student?
Will I become a better student by working hard?
Do I want to be challenged? Are regular classes often boring?
Do I like joining and leading class discussions?
Do I enjoy learning about history and other cultures?
Am I a good writer?
Do I enjoy reading?
Do I have good problem solving skills?
Do I have enough time to dedicate an hour each night to study?












AP World History
Course Syllabus
Rockcastle County High School
James Herbie Brock



Course Description: Overview of AP World History
Above all, AP World History is an opportunity. It is an opportunity for students to earn college credit (upon passing the AP Test given at the end of the year). It is an opportunity for students that enjoy an in-depth study of History to gain a better understanding of the content. And, it is an opportunity to work alongside like-minded students to explore exciting materials.



Resource Materials:
· Classroom notebook (a two-inch or larger three-ring binder)
· [bookmark: lueg][bookmark: qbp1][bookmark: y5gq]Lined paper
· Writing utensils (Pens or mechanical pencils are preferred)
· Highlighter
· 100 3x5 Index cards
· Text (provided)



Grading Policy
Assessments: 70% (35% Essays/35% Exams)
Grades are simply an evaluation of what a student has learned. With that, a wide variety of assessments will be used on a regularly recurring basis including but not limited to the following:

*All research related work and presentations
*Written tests with essay components
*CCOT work/creation
Change and continuity are addressed throughout the course through regular discussions and lectures. Also, students will receive practice and shaping of their understandings of change and continuity throughout history by regularly working on essays in response to change and continuity over time questions. 
*Comparative Questions work/creation
Like change and continuity questions, comparative questions will also be used to help students gain a better understanding of cultures and historical situations by comparing them. These questions and their essay responses will be used regularly throughout the course.
*DBQ work/creation
Document based questions will be used similarly to change and continuity and comparative questions. Document based questions will ask students to use provided evidence to inform their response to the essay question. These types of questions will be utilized throughout the course.  

*All activities will be practiced regularly in each unit.


Reading/Homework Quizzes: 10%
Students will be regularly quizzed on out of class readings and assignments. Any work done outside of class that is not categorized as an exam or essay will fall into this category.

Semester Exam/Mock AP World History Exam: 20%
At the end of the first semester, a semester exam will be given that covers all of the content covered up-to-date. At the end of the second semester, a mock AP World History test will be given. Each of these exams will count for 20% of the student’s semester grade for the semester given.



Performance Standards and Expectations
The class will be modeled after college courses and should serve as a suitable alternative to said courses. With that, the course-load will be rigorous and challenging. Students are expected to exemplify responsibility and maturity in preparedness and participation during the course. 

Refer to the RCHS Handbook for specific school expectations and behavior policies. All RCHS Handbook policies are strictly followed in AP World History. Below are specific additions to the Handbook policies that pertain to APWH particularly. 

Show respect for all people at all times. 
Be responsible with coursework and attendance. 
Electronic devices are not permitted to be used or visible during class time.



Make Up Work Policy
RCHS Handbook policies apply. 



Plagiarism Policy
RCHS Handbook policies apply. Academic honesty is of utmost importance in this class and violators will be punished to the full extent of current policies. This includes copying homework, other assignments and cheating on tests.



Class Policy FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions)
Q – What supplies do I need for this class?
A – Each day you will be responsible to have your textbook, lined paper, in a three-ring binder with a writing utensil and highlighter. Pens or mechanical pencils are strongly encouraged. 

Q – Are additional resources required for the class?
A – No. All other materials will be provided. However, some students prefer to order study guides and booklets to help them with the class. Cracking the AP World History Exam by The Princeton Review will be provided at no cost. 

Q – What if I am late to class?
A – The tardy will be listed via Infinite Campus. Discipline will be given as per the RCHS Student Handbook. (4 tardies = detention and so on) If your tardy is excused by a faculty member, a note must be presented to Mr. Brock on the day of the tardy. 

Q – What is Mr. Brock’s makeup work policy?
A – The policy is per the RCHS Student Handbook. Students who miss class will be given three school days after to make up the work outside of class. Additional consecutive days missed will add one extra day for makeup per day missed. For example, if a student misses two days, makeup work will be due five school days from the last missed day. All makeup work must be completed outside of class. Specifically, tests must be made up before or after school.

Q – What is Mr. Brock’s late work policy?
A – If a student fails to turn in an assignment at the time it is due, they may turn it in on the next school day for ¾ original credit. Work is considered late if it is turned in during the time it is being collected. All makeup work must be completed outside of class. Specifically, tests must be made up before or after school.

Q – What is Mr. Brock’s re-testing policy?
A – Tests may be retaken once for each unit. In order to qualify students must have
1. Completed all assignments for the unit before taking the original test.
2. Completed test corrections for the original test and turn them in before the retake.
3. Schedule a time after or before school to retake the test. 
4. Requested the retake before five school days after the original graded test was returned. 


*The teacher reserves the right to modify this document at any time for any reason.
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1. CHAPTER OVERVIEW

There’s alot of stuf in this chapter—nine thousand years worth. So before you begin, read through the outline below so you'l know where to find what you're looking for

when you return to this chapter for  mini-review. (Remember, the key to doing well is to go through the chapter once, delve into the areas you are clueless or semi-clucless
about, then return here for a mini-review.)

1 Chapter Overview
You're reading it!
1L Stay Focused on the Big Picture
Organize the zillions of facts from the 9,000 years covered in this chapter into some big-picture concepts.
1IL History Review through 600 CE.
‘This is the bulk of the chapter, where we plow through the major civilizations, people, and events. Again, we suggest that if you're totally clucless on a section, review the
corresponding section in your textbook. Here's alist of the major sections.
A. Nomads: Follow the Food
B. Settling Down: The Neolithic Revolution
C. The Big, Early Civilizations: Rivers Deliver
D. Early Mesoamerica and Andean South America: For Every Rule There’s an Exception
E. The Classical Civilizations: Mesoamerica
F. The Classical Civilizations: India and China
G. The Classical Civilizations: Mediterranean
H. The Late Classical Period: Empires Collapse and People on the Move
V. Major Belief Systems through 600 CE.
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invented something new, or realized how to use something in a new way. Always pay attention to why things changed in a particular society or civilization.

. Howare people impacted by, and how do they impact, geography and climate? Focus on the interaction between people and nature. We'll draw your attention to this
issue constantly in this chapter. Geography and climate help to explain where people live and build cities, why people suddenly move from one place to another, and
how early civilizations chose to defend themselves against attack. They also greatly influenced which civilizations interacted with, or were isolated from, other
civilizations. But people also use technology to impact their surroundings. Civilizations change the landscape by diverting water, moving natural resources, and
building transportation networks. Nature impacts people; people impact nature. It's a great, big complicated cycle ... that's why the AP people love to talk about it so
much.
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Although we'll make reference to the major belief systems within the history review, we've provided this separate section so that they're all grouped together in one
place and you can refer to them casily. Major belief systems had 2 huge impact on the development of civilizations, so they're important to review in detail. Also keepin
‘mind that you'll need to know the background of the major belief systems as you review the material in later chapters.
V. Technology and Innovations through 600 CE.

Farming tools, metallurgy, and ability to manipulate the environment move humans from nomadic hunters and gatherers to builders of civilizations and empires
VI Changes and Continuities in the Role of Women

‘Women lose power as humans start to settle down. A comparative look at trends in different regions of the world.

VIL Pulling It All Together
Aquickreview of the review that focuses on themes and trends

VILL Timeline of Major Developments 8000 BCE. to 600 C.£., organized by time and place

II. STAY FOCUSED ON THE BIG PICTURE

Asyou review the details of the ancient civilizations in this chapter, stay focused on some big-picture concepts, including the following:
1. What are civilizations all about? Think about what makes a civilization a civlization in the first place. As you read through this chapter, we'll give you some ideas.
Focus on things like the existence and development of cities, formal institutions (including political, economie, and religious), different social levels and oceupations,
the use of technology (we're not talking the Internet here, but basic and hugely important things such as wheels and weapons), the arts, and methods of
communication and transportation.
2. How does change occur within a society? When change occurs, think about what caused it. Sometimes a society changed because it was exposed to a different way of
doing things when it interacted with another culture (an effect that is sometimes called cultural diffusion). Other times  society changed because its members
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III. HISTORY REVIEW THROUGH 600 C.E.

Historians, including the AP course, use periods of time to organize history. Be aware that not everything will fit neatly into a predetermined period, but we'll try to group.
events.

The first period we will look at is defined by the fact that everything that happened in these 10,000 years sets the stage or provides the foundation for what happens later.
This period is marked by some major changes: Figuring out farming and what happens when there actually is enough to cat, developing technologies and ideas to support
cities (and to take over other civilizations), the rise of most major world religions, and finally, the collapse of the classical empires. Not bad for one chapter, huh?

A. NOMADS: FOLLOW THE FOOD

Imagine early people. Really early people. They hadn't yet builtcities. They didn't know how to farm. Their sole focus in life was to satisfy their most basic nceds: shelter and
food. Because they didn't have any advanced tools and hadn't yet developed anything as sophisticated as farming, the best way for them to get shelter was to find it, and the
Bient way 40 et food wes S0 follow
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You won't be asked a lot of questions about nomadic societies. However, you do need to understand why the development of more stable civilizations (which you will be
asked a lot of questions about) was so significant, and the best way to do that is to learn what came before them. As you review world history before the Neolithic
Revolution, focus on only the major developments. During this time period, those include the development of spoken language, the ability to control and use fire, and the
ability to make simple tools out of stone.

Foraging Societies: Hunt and Gather

Foraging societies (hunter-gatherer clans) were composed of small groups of people who traveled from point to point as the climate and availability of plants and animals
dictated. Because they depended on nature for sustenance, they were also at the mercy of nature. Climate changes, disease, famine, and natural disasters could endanger or
climinate entire communities. Even when times were good, foraging societies were limited by the capacity of their surroundings, and by their inability to store food long-
torm. Members of these societies did not build permanent shelters and had only a fow personal belongings. Think about how much you can carry in your backpack: That will
give you an idea how many possessions they had.

Pastoral Socicties: Taming the Animals
Pastoral societies were characterized by the domestication of animals. These societies were often found in mountainous regions and in areas with insufficient rainfall to
support other forms of settlement. Many of these societies used small-scale agriculture to supplement the main food supply of animal products (usually milk or eggs, which
were much easier to produce and store than meat). The extended family was 2 major institution. Women had very few rights; however, these societies were more egalitarian
than those that came later. Stratification and social status, which were limited in foraging societics, were based on the size of one’s herd in pastoral societies. But as in
foraging societies, people in pastoral societies had few personal possessions. Even though they had domesticated animals (as opposed to having to hunt for animals), they
didn't settle down in towns because they had to continually search for new grazing areas and water for the herds.

As pastoral societics increasingly domesticated more and more animals, they also began to experiment with securing a more dependable food supply through the
cultivation of plants. This was 2 revolutionary development that led to...
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B. SETTLING DOWN: THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION

Agricultural Socicties: This Is My Land
Inaspan of several thousand years from approximately 8000 B.CE. to 3000 BCE, groups of people moved from nomadie lfestyles to agricultural lifestyles and town and
city lfe. This transition period is often called the Neolithic (“New Stone”) Revolution or the Agricultural Revolution. Keep in mind that we still aren't talking
about full-blown civilizations. People stilllived in relatively small, independent groups or communities. To be sure, the towns and cities that they built were bigger than
anything else that came before them, but civilizations on 2 grand scale didn't get rolling until around 3000 B.CE, give or take  fow centurics, depending on the region of the
world.

Here's how it worked: When people figured out how to cultivate plants, they could stay in the same place, as long as there was good soil and a stable source of water.
Because they also knew how to domesticate animals and use simple tools, they could rely on a relatively varied and constant supply of food, and this encouraged them to stay
in the same place for longer periods of time.

Staying in the same place changed things dramatically, because people in a community stayed within close proximity of each other, which added to their sense of unity and
helped them build and sustain cultural traditions. What's more, unlike nomadic societies, agricultural communities were not just collections of people, but people tied to a
particular piece of land. In other words, they began to think of property in terms of ownership.

Contrast Them: Nomadic versus Agricultural Societies

The difference between nomadic and agricultural societies is about more than just moving around versus staying put. It also involves emotional and
psychological issues. Think about it this way: When you and everybody else is on the move a lot, the land more or less belongs to everybody. But when people
stay in the same place for generations, they begin to think of the particular piece of land that they live on as home—their home. If someone lse comes along
and drinks from their river or builds a house on their hill they might begin to think of the newcomers as intruders or invaders, not as neighbors. Once nomads
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started interacting with sedentary societies through trade o conflicts, things started to get complicated.

TImportant Consequence of Agriculture: A Food Surplus
Imagine two people who only grow enough food for themselves. They both have to farm all day every day. There’s little time left to do anything else. Now imagine that one
person farms enough food for two people. The second person can do something else, say, make tools or dig an irrigation ditch or study to become a philosopher or religious
leader. Now imagine that one person can farm enough food for five people, or ten people, or 2 hundred people. Now the other ninety-nine people can build towns, organize
armies, develop a system of writing, create art, experiment, and discover new technologies. In other words, individual labor becomes specialized. Each person can get really
good at doing a particular task because he or she no longer has to worry about where the next meal is coming from.

As agricultural societies became more complex, organized economies, governmental structures, and religious organizations began to emerge to keep things as predictable
and orderly as possible. Suddenly, there was society, or the beginnings of what we'd call a civilization.

With the invention of irrigation techniques, lands that previously couldn't be farmed could be used for additional surpluses. This would lead to more growth and
complexity, which would lead to more agricultural advancements, which would lead to more growth and complexity, and so on.

Focus On: What Contributes to the Development of a Civilization?

As described above, specialization of labor is key. If everyone has to farm to have enough food, a great civilization won't develop. If a certain mumber of farmers
can provide a surplus of food, then other people in the community are free to build, invent, and create tools, art, and institutions.

Impact of Agriculture on the Environment
There’s no question that the Agricultural Revolution had an impact on the environment, Farming villages began to dramatically change the lay of the land by diverting water,
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clearing land for farming, and creating farmland where none previously existed. As villages grew into more permanent towns and cities, roads were built to link them,
further altering the landscape. Stones were unearthed and eut to build increasingly large buildings and momuments. All of this activity led to 2 world in which land and
resources were continually being reconfigured to fit the needs of growing, geographically stable populations.

‘What's more, the impact on the animal kingdom was equally momentous. With the development of large-scale agriculture, animals began to be used not only as a source
of food and clothing, but also as a direct source of agricultural labor. For example, oxen were used to pull plows on ever-expanding farmland. This enabled farmers to
increase th size of their fields dramatically because they no longer had to turn the soil by hand.

Technology: Metal Workers Deserve Medals

If there had been a stock market for new technologies in the Neolithic Era, it would have attracted many investors. During this period, hard stones such as granite were
sharpened and formed into farming tools such as hoes and plows. Pottery was made to use for cooking. Weaving was invented to shape baskets and nets; more complex and
comfortable clothing was designed. Eventually, wheels were invented for use on carts, and sails for use on boats. The list goes on and on.

But perhaps one of the most significant advances of the Neolithic Era was the knowledge of how to use metals. This greatly advanced the development of not only tools,
but also weapons. When people figured out how to combine copper with tin to create an even harder metal, bronze, the building of civilizations was well on its way. This
development was so significant that some people call the latter part of the Neolithic Era the Bronze Age. Bronze was superseded by the discovery of iron, but more on that
later.

C. THE BIG, EARLY CIVILIZATIONS: THE RIVERS DELIVER

Most of the world's early great civilizations were located in river valleys. Think about it. Rivers provided a regular supply of water, which is, of course, necessary for survival.
Also important s that the lowlands around rivers tend to be covered with soil that is loaded with nutrients, which are deposited when the river recedes after floods to
‘nourish the soil. The river itself may be home to animals and plants could also provide food for people. Rivers were also a vital means of transportation.

‘When we talk about civilizations, we're talking about large arcas of land with large populations and distinct, organized cultures, as opposed to the smaller farming
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communities that characterized earlier time periods. Pay attention to the social, political, and economic developments of the civilizations in this section: These
developments are what made them civilizations in the first place.

A piece of advice: Do not assume that all civilizations were headed by a central authority. Many early civilizations, in fact, were composed of loosely connected city-
states, which were made up of an urban center and the agricultural land around it under its control. These city-states were sometimes combined into one because they
shared common cultural characteristics; but they were also independent of each other in many ways and often competed with each other. This is true in modern times as
well, of course. When we speak of Western civilization, for example, we mean a whole host of countries that have similar characteristics and cultures but that are distinct
from one another and, often, compete with one another.

Major early civilizations developed and became dominant starting at around 3000 to 2000 B.C.E. They were located in Mesopotamis, Egypt, India, and China.

1. Mesopotamia: Lots of Water, Lots of History
Mesopotamialiterally means ‘land between the rivers”; the rivers were the Tigris and the Euphrates. A series of ancient civilizations—most notably Sumer, Babylon, and
Persia—thrived along their banks. Mesopotamia is part of a larger arca of relatively arable land known as the Fertile Crescent, which extends westward from Mesopotamia
toward the Mediterrancan.

Unfortunately, the flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers was very unpredictable, so some early settlements were frequently washed away. But soon people learned
tobuild canals and dikes, and began to build their towns farther uphil, enabling large city-states to emerge. By 3000 5., Ur, Erech, and Kish were the major city-states of
the first major civilization of Sumer.

Sumer: The First Major Mesopotamian Civilization
Sumerian civilization rose in the southern part of Mesopotamia. In addition to successful agriculture and river management, the Sumerians developed a form of writing
known as cuneiform. Seribes used this form of writing to set down laws, treatics, and important social and religious customs; soon the use of cuneiform spread over the
trade routes to many other parts of the region. Trade was also enhanced by the introduction of the wheel, 2 major development that greatly reduced the time it took to
transport both goods and people between two points.
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‘Sumerians also developed a twelve-month calendar and a math system based on units of sixty (as in sixty seconds and three-hundred-sixty degrees). They used geometry,
as well, to survey the land and to develop architectural enhancements such as arches and columns.

‘Sumerians were polytheistic, meaning that they worshipped more than one god. The interesting thing about Sumerian polytheism was that cach city-state had its own
god that was worshipped only by its people. In addition, there were a bunch of gods that al the city-states worshipped collectively. Sumerians built temples, called
ziggurats, which were kind of like pyramids, to appease their gods. They belicved that when disaster struck, it was because the gods were angry.

Disaster often struck; no temple could stop the relentless flow of invasions of Sumeria. And by around 1700 BCE, the civilization had been completely overthrown;
however, its conquerors adopted many Sumerian traditions and technologies.

From Sumer to Babylon to Nineveh to Babylon

As the Sumerian city-states declined, the city of Akkad, which was north of Sumer, rose to dominate the region. The Akkadians major contribution was they developed the
first known code of laws, which they wrote in cuneiform, which they learned from the Sumerians. But by 1700 BCE, Akkad was overrun by a new powerhouse in
Mesopotamia, Babylon. King Hammurabi of Babylon expanded on this idea of 2 code of laws by developing an extensive code that dealt with every part of daily life. The
Code of Hammurabi, as it has come to be called, is often credited as a significant step toward our modern legal codes. It istinguished between major and minor offenses
(abig deal at the time) and it established a sense of justice and fairmess by applying the laws to nearly everyone (the beginnings of “rule of law”).

‘But Babylon quickly fell due to the invasions of the Kassites and then the Hittites. By 1500 B.CE, the Hittites dominated the region, especially because they learned how
to use iron in their weapons. Because iron is a ot stronger than bronze, the Hittites quickly became a military superpower.

As you've no doubt figured out by now, news spread fast even in the ancient civilizations. As soon as one civilization figured out a new way to do something, the
information was passed via the trade routes to other groups, who would quickly adopt and adapt the new technology to suit their cultures. In this way, within a hundred
years, the Assyrians had learned to use iron, the very technology the Hittites had used to defeat them, This enabled them to establish  capital at Nineveh and, eventually
build an empire that swept across the entire Fertile Crescent. Highly disciplined but crucl, the Assyrian army was hated by those it conquered. As a resul, there were
frequent uprisings against the Assyrian authorities, who, in response, sent large groups of people into exile. This action too played a part in enhancing cultural diffusion
across the entire region and beyond.
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Inspite of their power, within 2 few hundred years, the Assyrians were defeated by the Medes and the Chaldeans. The Chaldean king, Nebuchadnezzar, rebuilt Babylon
as a showplace of architecture and culture. He extended his empire throughout the Fertile Crescent, as the Assyrians had done before him. But like al the civlizations before
it, the new Babylon was doomed to fall. Anew civilization, the Persian Empire, developed into a major world force.

Focus On: Continuity through Change

‘You probably won't be asked a lot of specific questions about the long list of civilizations that emerged, one after the other, in Mesopotamia in the centuries
‘between the Sumerian and Persian Empires. However, the Code of Hammurabi and the growing use of iron are both pretty big developments. That said, we've
given you a quick review because it is essential that you understand, and can demonstrate, that as civilizations were conquered, their cultural heritage, religions,
laws, customs, and technologies were rarely lost. Commonly, conquering civilizations adopted and adapted the customs and technologies of those they
defeated. The serics of civilizations that grew, and then fell, in Mesopotamia demonstrates this point well.

Persian Immersion
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The Height of the Persian Empire (c. 500 .c.c.)
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The Persians established a big empire—a really big empire—that, by 500 BCE, stretched from beyond the Nile River Valley in Egypt around the eastern Mediterranean
through present-day Turkey and parts of Greece, and then eastward through present-day Afghanistan. Huge!

To improve transportation and communication across the vast empire, the Persians built a series of long roads. The longest was the Great Royal Road, which stretched
some 1,600 miles from the Persian Gulf to the Asgean Sea.

‘We'll talk more about the Persian Empire later, because they butted heads with the other major world empires.

Lydians, Phoenicians, and Hebrews, Oh My!
Within and near the Persian Empire, many smaller societies existed and kept their own identities. Among these were the Lydians, Phoenicians, and Hebrews.

The Lydians are important because they came up with the coneept of using coined money to conduct trade rather than using the barter system, in which goods are
exchanged for other goods. This, of course, led to a monetary system of consistent prices and allowed people to save money for future use. The idea of coined money, like
everything else, spread over the trade routes and soon just about everybody was doingit.

The Phoenicians are important, first, because they established powerful naval city-states all along the Mediterranean (you'll read more about this later), and, second,
because they developed a simple alphabet that used only 22 letters as opposed to the much more complex cunciform system. The Greeks later adopted the Phoenician
alphabet, and from ther it spread and changed, and eventually led to the system of letters you are reading on this page.

The Hebrews are significant because of their religious beliefs called Judaism. The Hebrews were the first Jews. In contrast to previous civilizations in the Fertile Crescent
and beyond, the Hebrews were monotheistic, meaning they belicved in one god. By around 1000 BCE, the Hebrews had established Isracl in Palestine on the castern shores
of the Mediterrancan Sea. Although they were frequently invaded by neighboring empires (e.g., Nebuchadnezzar enslaved them), they managed to maintain their identity, in
large part because they believed they were God's chosen people. Under the Persians, the Hebrews were freed from captivity and continued to develop a distinet culture that
would later lead to the development of major world religions. Much more about Judaism can be found in Section IV of this chapter.

2. Ancient Egypt: Stay Awhile Along the Nile
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otherwise arid landscape, so the people clustered along the riverbanks, where, in addition to farms, they constructed towns and cities. Though we often think of ancient
Egypt in terms of massive construction projects, such as the pyramids, most Egyptians lived in smaller towns. Unlike the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, the Nile floods at a
predictable time of the year and in relatively predictable stages. This made it possible for the ancient Egyptians to follow a very stable agricultural cycle and compile
substantial food surpluses.

Three Kingdoms in One Civilization
You might remember from your studies that, as various dynasties rose to and fell from power, ancient Egypt was reorganized into different kingdoms. You don't need to
remember all the details about the many kingdoms, but you should know that there were three major ones—Old, Middle, and New~—and that it was during the New Kingdom

that the ancient Egyptian civilization reached its height. By 1400 BCE, it stretched from the upper Nile River valley (at least 800 miles upstream from Memphis) through
the castern Mediterranean regions of Palestine and parts of Asia Minor (present-day Turkey).

Egyptian Achievements
Even before the Old Kingdom, the entire river valley was united under King Menes, who built his capital at Memphis and led efforts to manage the floodwaters and build
drainage and irrigation systems. As a result of the unification, the civilization became wealthy and powerful. Rulers, known as pharaohs, directed the construction of
obelisks and the pyramids, enormous tombs for their afterlife. In addition, the Egyptians used a writing system to communicate. Known as hieroglyphies, this system
consisted of a series of pictures (hieroglyphs) that represented letters and words. The Egyptians were also very interested in astronomy, which led to their creation of a
fairly reliable calendar.

Over time, the civilization became dependent on trade because its people needed a constant supply of timber and stone for their many ambitious building projects, and
because their culture valued luxuries such as gold and spices. Besides giving them access to the goods they wanted and needed, trading had an enormous impact on the
Egyptians because it brought them into contact with other civilizations.

‘You Can Take It with You
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Like most Mesopotamian societies, the Egyptians were polytheistic. The most significant aspect of their religious beliefs was the focus on life after death~—the afterlife. Many
societies shared this belief, but the Egyptians were convinced they could take carthly belongings with them to the afterlife, where they would be happy and well-fed and
would continue doing many of the same things they did while in their earthly lives. They also believed that they would be able to use their bodies in the afterlife, and this led
to the invention of mummification, a process of preserving dead bodies (although this was only available to the elite members of Egyptian society). The pharaohs, as you
know, built huge pyramids to house their mummified bodies and earthly treasures.

Egyptian Women, Hear Them Roar
The first female ruler known in history was Queen Hatshepsut, who ruled for 22 years during the New Kingdom. She is eredited with greatly expanding Egyptian trade
expeditions. The relatively high status of women extended beyond royalty with most Egyptian women enjoying more rights and opportunities to express individuality than
their counterparts in Mesopotamia. During the New Kingdom in particular, women could buy and sell property, inherit property, and choose to will their property how they
pleased. Women also had the right to dissolve their marriages.

‘That said, women were still expected to be subservient to men and were valued most when they bore children. Young girls were also not educated nearly as well as young,
boys.

Egyptian Social Structure: Another Pyramid
The tombs of the pharaohs weren't the only pyramids in Egypt. Egyptian social structure was in the form of a pyramid as well.

Atthe top of the pyramid was the pharaoh, of course, and below him were the priests. Below the priests were nobles, followed by merchants and skilled artisans, which
included physicians; at the bottom of the pyramid was the largest group: peasants. The peasants worked the land and generated most of the wealth for the kingdom.
Specifically, the pharaoh owned all the land in the kingdom, so the goods produced on the land were considered his property. Typically, the peasants were expected to give
over half of what they produced to the kingdom. Also at the bottom level of the pyramid were the slaves, who were mostly cither prisoners of war captured during the
Egyptian conquest of surrounding regions, or the descendents of those prisoners. It cannot be denied that most slaves lived a hard life, but in many cases they were not
‘much worse off than many of the peasants. Slaves worked on the land or on irrigation or building projects alongside the peasants, and on occasion were appointed to trusted
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positions within the government or within the palaces.
Ancient Egypt in Decline

By 1100 BCE. and for the next thousand years, ancient Egypt fell into decline, and both the Assyrian Empire and the Persian Empire conquered parts of this once-great
civilization. Later, the Greeks occupied Egypt, and eventually the Romans completely absorbed Egypt into their empire. More on the Greeks and Romans later.

Compare Them: The Decline of Egypt and Mesopotamian Ci

tions

Be sure to take note of the fact that whenever a civilization became powerful and prosperous, it attracted a lot of attention and envy from its neighbors, who
wanted a piece of the action. Typically, this was the breeding ground for invasions. By the time it came under attack, the wealthy civilization was often so big it
couldn't adequately protect al its borders, so over a period of time it began to weaken. This was true of the empires that arose in Mesopotamia and in ancient
Egypt. As you continue to read, you'll learn that it was true of the Greeks and Romans as well.

3. Indus Valley Civilization: Indus Industry Ruled
Like Mesopotamia and Egypt, the Indus Valley civilization was built along the banks of a river system. But because of the huge mountains north and west of the Indus
River, contact with outside civilizations was more limited there than in Mesopotamia, which was under continual threat by invaders. That is not to say that the Indus Valley
was entirely cut off. The Khyber Pass through the Hindu Kush Mountains provided a conneetion to the outside world and was used by merchants on trade excursions.
Later, as you might guess,it also gave invading forces a way into the land.

‘From approximately 2500 to 1500 BCE, the ancient Indus Valley civilization stretched for more than 900 miles along the Indus River in what today is northwestern India.
Iis two major cities, Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, were each home to perhaps more than 100,000 people—enormous cities by ancient standards. There is strong
evidence that the cities were master-planned, uniformly constructed, and had sophisticated wastowater systems. This indicates that the Indus people had a strong central
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government, probably led by a priest-king. Like the major religions of Egypt and Sumer, those in the Indus Valley were polytheistic.
Like the architecture of its cities, Indus Valley industry was top-notch. In addition to using technologies such as potter’s wheels, the Indus Valley farmers grew cotton, and
its artisans made cloth. This became an extremely important trade item among merchants traveling through the Khyber Pass to Mesopotamia.
Sometime around 1900 ECE, the cities of the Indus Valley were abandoned, for reasons that remain unknown today. All that is known is that, by 1500 BCE, the
civilization crumbled with the arrival of the Aryans.

The Arrival of the Aryans
The Aryans were nomadic tribes from north of the Caucasus Mountains (near the Black and Caspian Seas). Using horses and advanced weaponry, they casily defeated the
populations in the Indus Valley. Each of the Aryan tribes migrated to India independently; over a period of time, they began to setle in the Indus Valley, where they would
give up their nomadic ifestyles.

The important thing to remember about the Aryan conquest of the Indus Valley is the establishment of their religious beliefs on the Indian subcontinent, in particular
their belief in reincarnation. The Aryans, yet another polytheistic people, recorded their beliefs and traditions in the Vedas and the Upanishads. Over centuries, these carly
Aryan beliefs evolved to form the basis for what later became Hinduism, which is discussed in detail in Section IV of this chapter.

The Aryan social structure also had a major impact on later developments in India. Combined with Hinduism, it formed the basis of what later became the caste system.
Initially, the Aryan social structure divided its people into three classes, in this order from top to bottom: warriors, priests, and peasants. Later, a class of landowners and
‘merchants would be added above the peasant class; and the priest class (known as Brahmans) would be moved above the warrior class because they were considered closer
tothe gods.

In the early days of this system, movement between classes was allowed. But as the system became more complex and ingrained in society, it became more rigid.
Eventually, subeastes were added to the four main castes, and social mobility among the castes was prohibited. Because members of different castes could not marry,
children were born into the same castes as their parents, and stayed there.

4. Barly China: Shang on the Hwang
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Shang China rose in the Hwang Ho River Valley (also known as the Yellow River Valley), and like other river-basin communities, used its stable agricultural surplus to
build a trade-centered civilization. At its height, Shang controlled large parts of northern China and was militarily quite powerful. Thousands of its workers built walls
around the towns and cities along the river; its warriors used chariots to defeat their enemies. The Shang dynasty controlled the Yellow River Valley from around 1600 to
around 1100 BCE.

However, Shang China had limited contact with the rest of the world, though it did trade with Mesopotamia (a very long journey!). The Shang were so isolated, in fact, that
they believed themselves to be at the center of the world, which explains why they called their civilization “All Under Heaven.” This belief contributed to the Shang's
ethnocentric attitude, which means they considered themselves superior to all others.

The Shang certainly had reasons to be proud. Not only were they accomplished bronze workers, but they also used horse-drawn chariots, developed the spoked wheel,
and became experts in the production of pottery and silk. What's more, they devised a decimal system and a highly accurate calendar.

Focus on the Family

The extended family was an important institution in many ancient civilizations across the globe, but nowhere was it more important than in Shang China. There, multiple
generations of the same family lived in the same houschold in a patriarchal structure (led by the eldest male). Shang religion held that gods controlled all aspecis of
peoples'lives; people also believed they could call on the spirits of their dead ancestors to act as their advocates with the gods. This gave the extended family even greater
significance.

Enter the Zhou
Around 1100 BCE, the Shang were ousted by Wu Wang, who established the Zhou Dynasty (also spelled Chou Dynasty), which maintained many of the traditions and
customs developed under the Shang Dynasty (sound familiar?). The Zhou ruled China for nearly 900 years, longer than any other dynasty. Think of how long the United
States has existed as an independent country, then multiply it by four. Now you have an idea how long the Zhou dynasty existed.

‘The Zhou Dynasty believed in what was called the Mandate of Heaven, meaning that heaven would grant the Zhou power only as long as s rulers governed justly and
‘wisely. Put another way, the Zhou Dynasty would remain in power only as long as it had the blessing of heaven.
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The Zhou developed 2 feudal system in China, similar to that of Europe during the Middle Ages (which we'l talk about more in the next chapter). The king was the ruler of
the entire empire, but because it was too big for one person to manage, nobles were given power over smaller regions within the empire. This worked out wel for a couple
hundred years. The king gave each noble protection as long as the noble remained loyal to him. But as time passed, a number of the nobles built up a lot of wealth and power
within the regions under their control and eventually split off into independent kingdoms. Some of the most complex kingdoms developed bureaucracies within their
governments, which was a way of organizing government tasks by department, or bureau, so that different parts of the government could specialize and stabilize. A
bureaucratic form of government remained popular in China for thousands of years. Eventually, though, fighting and warfare among the feudal kingdoms brought an end to
the Zhou Dynasty in 256 B.CE.

5. West Africa: Bantu Migrations and the “Stateless Society”
Beginning around 1500 5.CE., farmers in the Niger and Benue River valleys in West Africa began migrating south and cast, bringing with them their languages (from the
‘Bantu family of languages) and their knowledge of agriculture and metallurgy. These migrations, usually referred to as the Bantu migrations, continued over the course
of the next 2,000 years. Bantu speakers gradually moved into areas formerly occupied by nomads. Some of the nomads simply moved on, and some of them adopted the
‘more sedentary culture of the Bantu,

Itis generally believed that the migration was spurred by climactic changes, which made the area now known as the Sahara Desert too dry to live in. People moved south
out of the Sahara into the Bantu’s homeland, which in turn caused them to move to the forests of Central Africa, then eventually beyond the forests to the east and south.

However, not all Bantu-speakers moved away. Further north in the upper Niger River valley can be found the remains of Jenne-Jeno, believed to be the first city in sub-
Saharan Africa. Beginning as a small fishing settlement around 250 B.CE. and reaching urban size in 400 CE, Jenne-Jeno is unusual because although it reached urban
density, its architecture suggests that it was not a hierarchically organized society. Instead, archeologists believe that it was a unique form of urbanism comprising a
collection of individual communities. It just goes to show, once again, that not all human societies have followed the same path toward sophistication, and that urbanization
doesn't necessarily mean centralization.





image21.png
Focus On: Migrations

Why do people migrate? People migrate for the same reason animals do: to find food and a hospitable environment in which to live. Nomadic peoples by
definition are migratory, moving from place to place with the seasons to follow food sources. Agricultural peoples also migrated, following the seasons and
therefore agricultural cycles. To maintain a stable home, people also migrated to avoid natural disasters or climatic changes that permanently change the
environment, making it too hot and dry (the Sahara Desert’s expansion), too cold (Ice Ages), or too wet (flooding cycles of major rivers such as the Yellow River
in China).

Migration isn't always solely the result of random environmental change. Overpopulation of a particular area can exhaust the food supply, forcing people to
‘move elsewhere, often displacing a smaller or weaker population in the process. Massive migrations of people from Ireland during the famines of the mid-
nineteenth century were caused by a mix of politics, destructive farming methods, and an unpleasant fungus that wiped out the populace’s main source of food.
The Jewish diaspora, the slave trade, and the waves of immigrants coming from Europe to the Americas in the late nineteenth and carly twentieth centuries are
examples of more modern-day migrations caused by people rather than nature.

D. EARLY MESOAMERICA AND ANDEAN SOUTH AMERICA: FOR EVERY RULE THERE’S AN

EXCEPTION

Inthe Americas, two carly civilizations existed: the Olmec, in what we know today as Mexico, from 1200 to 1400 BCE, and the Chavin in the Andes from 900 to 300 B.CE.
‘The Olmec were an urban society supported by surpluses of corn, beans, and squash. Like most early societies, they mastered irrigation techniques and constructed large-
scale buildings; they were polytheistic, and developed a system of writing and a calendar.
The Chavin were another urban civilization, and their people were also polytheistic. But, while mostly agricultural, they also had access to the coast, and therefore
supplemented their diet with seafood. The Chavin developed ways to use metals in tools and weapons. Interestingly, the Chavin used llamas as their beasts of burden.




image22.png
1f much of this sounds familiar to you, it's because the Olmec and the Chavin developed similarly to other early civilizations discussed previously. So why bring them up
separately? Two reasons. First, they demonstrate that the same patterns of development occurred in an entirely different part of the globe, a part that had no contact with
the other civilizations discussed in this chapter. This suggests that developments within civilizations can oceur independently—not necessarily as a result of exposure to
other civilizations.

Second, neither the Olmec nor the Chavin civilization developed in a river valley. True, the Olmec and Chavin had access to water from streams and small rivers, but no
‘major river system served as the generator of agricultural production or as the hub of culture and transportation. Their existence, therefore, disproves the hypothesis that
river valleys are essentisl for the emergence of early civilizations. That's not to say, however, that rivers aren't extremely important—after all, the civilizations in the river
valleys were among the most powerful and wealthy in all hstory.

Contrast Them: Olmec and Chavin Civilizations and Other Early Civilizations

Although you probably won't have to remember the details of the Olmec and Chavin civilizations, you should definitely remember this: They are unique in that
they didn't develop in river valleys, as did all the other major early civilizations.

E. THE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS: MESOAMERICA

Although the Maya are often grouped with later Mesoamerican empires, the Aztec and the Inca, they were actually contemporary with Rome, Han, and Gupta and develop
some of the same characteristics of these carly empires.

Mayan Civilization: In Search of More Slaves
From about 300 BCE. to about 800 CE, Mayan civilization dominated present-day southern Mexico and parts of Central America. The Mayan civilization was similar to
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‘many other civilizations at that time in that it was a collection of city-states; however, all the city-states were ruled by the same king. Interestingly, like the Egyptians, the
Maya were pyramid-builders, and also wrote using hieroglyphics. The golden age of the Mayan Civilization was from about 500 to about 850 C.£ During that time, the Maya
produced many great works of scholarship and developed a complex calendar system, but we know the most about its architecture and city planning because many remains
have been discovered. No question, the Maya built tremendous cities—Tikal, the most important Mayan political center, may have been populated by more than 100,000
people.

The Maya divided their cosmos into three parts: the heavens above, the humans in the middle, and the underworld below. The Maya believed that the gods created
humans out of maize (one of the main Mayan dietary staples) and water. They also believed that the gods maintained agricultural cycles in exchange for honors, sacrifices,
and bloodletting rituals.

Mayan warfare was somewhat unique in that it was imbued with a tremendous amount of religious significance. Days of religious ritual would precede a battle, and the
King and nobility would actively participate in combat. One unique characteristic of Mayan warfare was that it was generally conducted not to gain territory, but to acquire
slaves, who were used in large-scale building projects and in agricultural production. The Maya had no large animals, so humans were their primary source of labor.

Similar to most agricultural societics, the majority of the people were peasants or slaves. Kings, priests, and hereditary nobility were at the top of the social pyramid.
Merchants also enjoyed a high status.

The Maya used advanced agricultural techniques, such as the ridged field system, to make the most of the rainfall and swamp conditions of the region. Cotton and maize
were widely cultivated; the Maya are known for their claborate cotton textiles. Many well-preserved ruins of this civilization remain today, including the tiered temple at
Chichen Itza, which is similar in design to the Egyptian pyramids and Mesopotamian ziggurats, and several ball courts, which were used for a ritual sport throughout
ancient Mesoamerica. Significantly, the Mayan calendar, based on a number system that included zero, was among the most accurate for ts time.

F. THE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS: INDIA AND CHINA

Your AP World History Exam will ikely focus on four empires in India and China that existed from around 300 BCE. to around 500 . These four empires are the Maurya
and Gupta in India, and the Qin and Han in China. Keep in mind that to fully understand these four empires, you will also need to review some of the major belief systems
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discussed in Section IV of this chapter.

1. The Mauryan Empire in India (321 to approximately 180 B.C.E.)

Around 330 5.0, Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire and continued into India (more on this in a few pages). During this time, the Aryan culture and belief
systems continued to spread throughout India. Then, around 321 B.CE, a new empire arose in India, one that would come to be the largest in that country to date. Spanning
from the Indus River Valley castward through the Ganges River Valley and southward through the Decean Plateau, the Mauryan Empire was founded by Chandragupta
Maurya, who unified the smaller Aryan kingdoms into a civilization. But it would be his grandson, Ashoka Maurya, who would take the empire to its greatest heights.

A major reason that the Mauryan Empire became so powerful and wealthy was trade. Indian merchants traded silk, cotton, and elephants (among hundreds of other
items) to Mesopotamia and the eastern Roman Empire. Another reason was ts powerful military. Interestingly, it was its military strength that eventually caused a dramatic
change in the empire. Stricken with disgust and filled with remorse for a very violent and bloody victory his forces claimed over the Kalinga in southeast India, Ashoka
converted to Buddhism. For the rest of his reign, Ashoka preached nonviolence and moderation. (As you'l learn in Section IV of this chapter, during the previous century,
‘Buddhism had recently taken root in this otherwise Hindu region.)

Ashoka s also known for his Rock and Pillar Edicts, which were carved on—you guessed it—rocks and pillars throughout the empire. These edicts reminded Mauryans
to live generous and righteous lives. Following Ashoka's conversion and commitment to Buddhism, the religion spread beyond India into many parts of Southeast Asia.

2. The Gupta Dynasty in India (320-550 C.E.)
After Ashoka’s death in 232 B.CE, the Mauryan Empire began to decline rapidly, primarily due to cconomic problems and pressure from attacks in the northeast. But
between 375 and 415 CE, it experienced a revival under Chandra Gupta. The Gupta Empire was more decentralized and smaller than its predecessor, but it is often
referred to as a golden age because it enjoyed relative peace and saw significant advances in the arts and sciences. For example, Gupta mathematicians developed the
concepts of pi and of zero. They also devised a decimal system that used the numerals 1 through 9 (which were diffused to the Arabs and became known as Arabic
numerals).
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By the time of the Gupta Dynasty, Hinduism had again become the dominant religion in India. Hinduism reinforced the caste system, meaning that Indian social structures
were very rigid. Though the empire as a whole was enjoying an era of peace, prosperity, and artistic endeavors, women were increasingly losing their rights. Totally under
the control of men, Indian women lost the right to own or inherit property, and could not participate in sacred rituals or study religion. And stemming from an increasingly
urban society that placed a growing importance on the inheritance of property, child marriage (involving girls as young as six or seven) also became the norm during this era.
The Gupta Dynasty collapsed under pressure from the White Huns in 550 CE.

3. The Qin Dynasty in China (221 to around 209 B.C.E.)
Unlike the Zhou Dynasty that preceded it, the Qin Dynasty was extremely short, Though it lasted little longer than a decade, it was significant enough to earn a spot in this
AP review book 2,200 years later.

The story of the Qin Dynasty is similar to all the other civilizations we've reviewed, in that it developed a strong economy based on agriculture; it organized a powerful
army equipped with iron weapons; and it conquered the surrounding territories and unified the region under a single emperor. Same story, new time and place. So how did
it carn its spot here?

The Qin Dynasty is the empire that connected separate fortification walls that eventually became the Great Wall of China. That fact is more than just an interesting
piece of trivia; it tells us that the empire was incredibly well organized, centralized, and territorial. Qin Shihuangdi, the first emperor, recentralized various feudal
kingdoms that had split apart at the end of the Zhou Dynasty; standardized all the laws, currencies, weights, measures, and systems of writing; and refused to tolerate any
dissent whatsoever. If dissent occurred in  book, he had it burned; if dissent occurred in the mind of 2 scholar, he had the scholar killed.

Given that introduction, it should come as no surprise to you that Qin China was patriarchal. What might surprise you, however, is that the dominant belief system of the
Qin rulers was Legalism. (You can review Legalism and the other belief systems in Section IV of this chapter.)

Although the emperor believed the Qin Dynasty would last forever, it fell only one year after his death, at the hands of the peasants, who resented the Qin Dynasty's
heavy-handedness. The new dynasty that tookis place lasted for more than 400 years.

4. The Han Dynasty in China (around 200 B.C.E. to around 200 C.E.)
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‘During the Han Dynasty, the Xiongnu, a large nomadic group from northern Asia believed by historians to be Huns, invaded territories extending from China to Eastern
Europe. But the Huns were much more successful in Europe than they were in China, largely due to the skills of Wu T, often called the Warrior Emperor, who greatly
enlarged the Han Empire to central Asia. Trade thrived along the Silk Road to the Mediterranean; more sigificantly, along this same route, Buddhism spread. As usual, the
trade routes carried far more than luxury items; they carried culture.

On of the most significant developments that took place during the Han Dynasty was the civil service system based on the teachings of Confucius. The Han believed that
those involved in government should be highly educated and excellent communicators. To ensure strong candidates, the Han developed a civil service examination, a very
difficult test lasting for several days. Though, ostensibly, the exam was open to everyone, generally only the wealthy could afford to prepare for it. The consequence was a
‘government bureaucracy that was highly skilled and that contributed to stability in the system of government for centuries.

Also during this time, the Chinese invented paper, highly accurate sundials, and calendars. And, like all the other major civilizations, they continued to broaden their use
of metals.




