
AP Exam Format 
55 Multiple Choice Questions – 55 minutes (40% of overall score) 
4 Short Answer Questions - 50 minutes (20% of overall score) 
1 Document-based Question – 55 minutes (25% of overall score) 
1 Long Essay Question – 35 minutes (15% of overall score) 
 
Unit 1 Exam Format 
55 Multiple Choice Questions – 55 minutes (day 1) Counts as Unit Exam (30% of overall grade) 
 
 
MCQs – Multiple Choice Questions 
 

1. Skim the stimulus (for about ten seconds) first and find out: 
a. What it is 
b. What its saying 
c. Major trends/themes 

2. Carefully read the question and the four options 
a. Watch out for weird tricky tricks 

3. Go back to the stimulus and find the answer 
a. A LOT of the answers will be obvious 

4. Mark out all the answer choices that are WRONG 
a. This will leave you with one or maybe two possible answers 

i. This is a good thing  
b. Note that some stimuli might not have the answer. It may just be something you’re supposed to 

know anyway.  
5. Mark the best answer on the scantron 

a. Best to mark it lightly the first time and darken them if you have time at the end 
i. In case you have to erase 

6. Keep an eye on time 
a. Don’t get hung up on one question or one stimulus.  

i. Give a tentative answer (mark lightly on the scantron) and mark it on your test booklet 
ii. Come back to it if you have time 

b. Look at the clock for how far you should be in the test when you reach halfway through the time 
period (22 minutes in) 

c. If you have ten minutes left and ten questions left, you’re fine 
d. In the last two minutes, if you have more than five questions left, choose one letter for all the 

remaining answers (example: all Cs) 
 
 
General MCQ tips 
 

1. Go with your gut 
2. Mark out obvious wrong answers 
3. Check your answers to make sure you put what you meant 
4. Keep an eye on the clock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 


