NAME____________________________________   Topic: (Brock will fill this in) ________________________________ 

Date of Speech_______________

	Eye Contact
10 pts. 
	Almost always or always has eye contact with audience.
10 pts.
	Most of the time has eye contact with the audience.
8 pts.
	Sometimes has eye contact with the audience.
5 pts.
	Does not have eye contact with the audience.
3 pts.
	___/10

	Knowledge of

Content
30 pts. 
	Knowledge of event is very clear. Student shows full understanding of content during presentation.
30 pts. 
	Knowledge of event is clear most of the time during the presentation.
23 pts. 
	Knowledge of event is sometimes evident during the presentation.
15 pts. 
	Knowledge of event in not clear.  Student does not show understanding during presentation.
8 pts. 
	___/30

	Preparedness and Organization
30 pts. 
	Very prepared and organized during the presentation. Clear intro and conclusion given.
30 pts. 
	Most of the time prepared and organized during the presentation.   A mostly clear intro and conclusion given.
23 pts. 
	Somewhat prepared and organized for the presentation.  No clear intro and conclusion given.
15 pts. 
	Does not appear to have prepared for the presentation.
8 pts. 
	___/30

	Speaks

Clearly
10 pts. 
	Speaks very clearly. Very easy for the audience to understand. None to very few verbal crutches such as “um” and “like”.
10 pts. 
	Most of the time

speaks clearly. Easy for the audience to understand.  A few verbal crutches such as “um” and “like”.
8 pts. 
	Sometimes speaks clearly. Sometimes easy for the audience to understand.  Use of many verbal crutches such as “um” and “like”.
5 pts. 
	Does not speak clearly. Difficult for the audience to understand.
3 pts. 
	___/10

	Content Covered
20 pts. 
	Event is current and concerns the US government. Pros and cons given. Appropriate details given. Reason students should study is given.
20 pts. 
	Three of four points covered.
15 pts. 
	Two of four points covered.
10 pts. 
	Zero or one of four points covered.
5 pts. 
	___/20

	
	Time:

____________
	Subtotal
	

	
	
	
(-10) Time Penalty
	

	
	
	(+ 5) Overcame problem bonus
	


Total Score: _______/100
Current Events Speeches

Each week, one student will give a presentation concerning a current event happening in the American government. The presentation will count as 5% of your final overall grade and should be taken very seriously. It is suggested that you use the following list, along with the attached rubric as a checklist to ensure you receive the maximum amount of points possible.  The speech should meet the following requirements:

· Responds to the prompt “Choose a current event happening in the American government. Describe it and argue for why it should be studied by AP US Government and Politics students.”

· The topic should be concerning a specific event, not something broad such as “immigration” or “abortion”. Acceptable events could be “the Arizona anti-immigration law” or “Rowe v. Wade appealed in Supreme Court”

· Must concern an event happening in the American government in the past year 

· Has an introduction, body and a conclusion 

· Appropriately explains the details concerning the event

· Explains what both sides are saying about the event

· Explains why students should study the event

· Is well-rehearsed (student does not simply read from notecards)

· Is clearly delivered (check rubric for more details)

· Be between three and five minutes long (penalties for going short or long)

· Notecards should be used

· No other visual aides (PowerPoints, posters, handouts) are permitted

The Process
· Today, you will sign up for one Friday during the school year. This will be the day you speak. It will not change. 

· Before the end of school on the Tuesday of the week you are to speak, you must tell Mr. Brock what your topic is and he will write it down on your rubric. 

· Failure to do so will result in a 10% point loss for your overall speech grade.

· Keep your rubric, as Mr. Brock will use it to grade your speech on Friday.

· On Friday, after roll is taken, you will give your speech. 

· There are no “do overs”. If you make a mistake, recover and continue. Points will be awarded for overcoming problems during the speech. 

· If there is no school, a program, you are sick etc. and it causes you to miss your speaking date, you will give your speech on the next day school is in session. Keep in mind that school in Rockcastle County is hit and miss in the winter. This is your job to stay up-to-date on when you speak. 

· Once you give your speech, your grade will be shown to you and entered at the end of the nine-weeks with the other students who spoke during that period. 

Ways to find topics to speak about

· Jot down ideas as you watch CNN Student News 
· Listen to NPR on the radio at the top and bottom of the hour. It’s on 88.9 fm. 

· A “radio” is a thing old people had before Pandora and Spotify. 
· www.procon.org - a website with both sides to many hot issues 

· http://www.allsides.com/explore-issues  - similar to procon.org   

· www.cnn.com/politics - self-explanatory 


