DBQ Guatemala Paper
1. Read the question carefully

2. Determine time and geographic boundaries

3. Draft a tentative thesis (you will probably modify this after reading the documents- if you are unable to write a tentative thesis, don’t worry, the documents will provide enough information to do so)

4. Jot down any outside info you can think of (very briefly)

5. Read the documents and for each determine:

a. What it says

b. How it supports thesis

c. POV

d. Outside info brought to mind

Jot these down in the margin of the document

6. Group the documents into at least 3 groups, determining what common factor holds them together.  This could include but is not limited to

a. Common opinion

b. Common source

c. Common region

d. Common time period

YOUR GROUPING IS LARGELY DETERMINED BY THE QUESTION ASKED.  For example, if the question is about the motives for the European voyages of exploration, it is probably easiest to group them according to the motives.

7. Write your final thesis statement.
I.  Thesis paragraph

It must include

a. THESIS STATEMENT that answers the question

b. Grouping of documents

c. Can be a good time to include outside information

II. Body paragraph for grouping 1. (Underlined elements are mandatory, others desirable)

a. Topic sentence

b. Summary of 1st document in this group

c. Tie of 1st document back to thesis

d. POV for 1st document (must do for 3 documents- extra points if done repeatedly- don’t stress if you can’t get one)

e. Summary of 2nd document in this group

f. Tie of 2nd document back to thesis

g. POV for 2nd document

h. Repeat as needed for additional documents in this group

i. Request for additional document for this group, including TYPE of document and HOW it would help.

j. Can weave in outside info and analysis as possible.  (Additional points, not obligatory)

III. Body paragraph for grouping 2

a. Repeat all steps listed in II

IV. Body paragraph for grouping 3

a. Repeat all steps listed in II

V. Conclusion

a. Restate thesis

b. If you can think of another document you can ask for, include it here

c. Add in any additional information 
